
COMMENTARIES 
2nd Sunday of Advent – Year C 

Resources: 
- Wansbrough, Henry. The Sunday Word: A Commentary on the Sunday Readings. 

London; New York: Burns & Oates, 2012. 
- Balthasar, Light of the Word. 
- Bishop Barron Homily 

FIRST READING: Baruch 5:1–9 
Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, 

and put on forever the beauty of the glory from God. 
2Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God; 

put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting; 
3for God will show your splendor everywhere under heaven. 
4For God will give you evermore the name, 

“Righteous Peace, Godly Glory.” 

5Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; 
look toward the east, 

and see your children gathered from west and east 
at the word of the Holy One, 
rejoicing that God has remembered them. 

6For they went out from you on foot, 
led away by their enemies; 

but God will bring them back to you, 
carried in glory, as on a royal throne. 

7For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made low 
and the valleys filled up, to make level ground, 
so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. 

8The woods and every fragrant tree 
have shaded Israel at God’s command. 

9For God will lead Israel with joy, 
in the light of his glory, 
with the mercy and righteousness that come from him. 
 

This part of the Book of Baruch is a meditation on Isaiah’s promises for Jerusalem at the return 
of Israel from Exile in Babylon. 

 
“The first reading shows that the old promises of a new time of salvation (at the return from 
exile) promise a glory that has not yet arrived. The return from Babylon was anything but a 
triumphal march. The promised glory was a promise that will be fulfilled later and in a 
completely different way than the prophetic imagery suggests. The true glory that is promised to 
Israel here is the arrival of Christ as proclaimed by the Baptist, but this glory will be no earthly 
luster. Instead, it will be precisely what the Gospel of John describes as the visible glory of 
believers: the life, death, and Resurrection of Jesus” (Balthasar, LW, 259-260).  



RESPONSE: Psalm 126:1-6 
R. The LORD has done great things for us, and we rejoiced. 
 
1When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

we were like those who dream. 
2Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 

and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
then it was said among the nations, 

“The LORD has done great things for them.” 
3The LORD has done great things for us, 

and we rejoiced. 

4Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 
like the watercourses in the Negeb. 

5May those who sow in tears 
reap with shouts of joy. 

6Those who go out weeping, 
bearing the seed for sowing, 

shall come home with shouts of joy, 
carrying their sheaves. 

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:4–6, 8–11 
4 constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5 because of your 
sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 I am confident of this, that the one who 
began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.  
8 For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9 

And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and 
full insight 10 to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be 
pure and blameless, 11 having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through 
Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 3:1–6 
3 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor 
of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of 
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2 during the high priesthood of 
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 

He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, 4 as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight. 
5Every valley shall be filled, 



and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 

and the rough ways made smooth; 
6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 
 
“The detailed historical and contemporary references to the time at which the decisive salvation 
events were inaugurated by the appearance of John the Baptist indicate the depth of the Gospel’s 
concern to place these events into the framework of world history. Instead of imagery, symbols, 
and archetypes, we are given exact, datable facts. The first fact is that God’s Word comes to 
John. He is called and sent as the last prophet and thus, both in his existence and his task, he 
brings to a close the series of anticipatory prophetic missions within history” (Balthasar, LW, 
259).  
 
Christianity is not a mystic system. It’s a historical religion that makes very concrete historical 
claims and if those claims are wrong, Christianity falls apart. Luke exemplifies a person very 
interested in historicity of Jesus. Luke says in the prologue that he is a historian – he has studied 
them all – complied them in the best way he could to give a pure historical account. He 
emphasizes he’s not writing a mythical book, but a historical biography. Luke is telling us 
something happened – someone arrived – Adventus – and changed everything! Luke invokes the 
high and mighty to start his history. But what a surprising move he makes – today’s Gospel – 
word of God came to none of them – not even the high priests in the temple – but it came to John 
in the desert. Comes to most unlikely person in the most unlikely place = same is true in the 
Christmas story. Point of the Gospel = God has intervened in history to turn things around, 
interrupted the usual flow of things & the usual power structures and has made a new world 
sending his word first to John this unlikely prophet in the desert, and then in the flesh in Jesus 
himself… The Lord has come! really arrived – Adventus in history. This is the point of the 
advent season. – Bishop Robert Barron (paraphrase from homily) 
 


