
COMMENTARIES 
4th Sunday of Advent — Year B

Introduction

Our readings put us into a deep an abiding mystery… the mystery of  God’s providence. Just when 
we want to say “nothing makes sense”… the bible comes to say “wait a minute!” Often it takes years 
and centuries for God’s plan to realize. Advent captures exactly what life is all about… waiting… 
watching… don’t give up on God’s providence. ~ Bishop Barron  

4th Sunday of  Advent also not taken from Gospel of  Mark. 

Lectionary today perfectly shows in Advent how Old revealed in New and New concealed in old.  

God’s promise to David is fulfilled in the most unexpected and amazing way.  

In the readings of  the Fourth Sunday of  Advent, the Church focuses on the fulfillment in Christ of  
the Davidic covenant.  

First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1–5, 8b–12, 14a, 16

2nd Samuel 6 David has brought the Ark to Jerusalem. David wants God to be at the centre of  his 
Kingdom. So David wants a Temple, not just an ark.   

In the second book, the book from which our reading today comes, David is installed as king of  
Judah, and later as king of  Israel as well. The twelve tribes are reunited under one leader. The 
reunited Israel then enjoys its most glorious period for it is, briefly, a major power in the Near East. 
Most important, however, is that David is the model for all kingship in Israel. He is a forceful yet 
attractive character, very human in his failings but passionate and intimate in his devotion to 
Yahweh. To him and to his line is promised endless rule, the basis of  all future hope for a Messiah. 
This is our reading for today. ~ St. CB Bible Study 

1. Greatness: “I will make for you a great name”  

2. God’s Promise: to give David a dynasty (“house”) (7:8-12) 

3. Son of  God: “Seed” of  David and “Son” of  God” (7:13-14) — 1st time any individual in Old 
Testament is explicitly mentioned as “son of  God”.  

4. Everlasting Kingdom: “Your house and your kingdom” shall be “forever” (7:16). God 
promises this to David. Sounds problematic because it soon falls apart. Looks like God’s 
promises to David failed.  
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1000 B.C. King David Promised an “Everlasting Kingdom” 
922 B.C. Kingdom Splits in Two: 1. Israel: Northern Kingdom (10 Tribes) 2. Judah: Southern 
Kingdom (2 Tribes) 
722 B.C. Assyrian Exile: 10 Tribes scattered among Gentiles (2 Kgs 15-17) 
587 B.C. Babylonian Exile: 2 Southern Tribes Exiled; Jerusalem Temple Destroyed 
538 B.C. 2 Tribes of Judah: Return from Babylonian Exile — but they never restored the 
Davidic monarchy or kingdom or united to tribes.
30 A.D. 10 Northern Tribes? Remain “Lost”; Rome Rules; Royal Family ‘Hidden’ 

7 Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him 
rest from all his enemies around him, 2 the king said to the prophet Nathan, 
“See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a 
tent.”

The peace which followed the victories over the Philistines had enabled David to arrange the 
bringing of the ark of the covenant to Jerusalem where it resides in a tabernacle (tent). Nathan is 
the senior religious advisor of David’s court.

 3 Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is 
with you.”

4 But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5 Go and tell 
my servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house 
to live in? 

 
God equates His presence with the ark of the covenant. The ark is the sign of Yahweh’s covenant 
with His people and their protection against every coercive power. The ark was carried before the 
troops when they entered into battle.

The Lord interrupts David to remind him about the primacy of grace. It is the Lord who builds 
the house, not David.  

In effect he says to David: “You needn’t build me a house (meaning a temple), I will instead 
build you a house (meaning a royal dynasty), and it shall remain forever.” 

8 Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord 
of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince 
over my people Israel; 9 and I have been with you wherever you went, and 
have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a 
great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10 And I will 
appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may 
live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict 
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them no more, as formerly, 11 from the time that I appointed judges over my 
people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the 
Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. 

A play on the word “house” — one that will last forever. 

From around 1000 to 587 BC (when Babylonian conquerers came), David’s line had a 400 year run. 
Then crashed in an utterly demoralizing way. It ended in a terrible way with the conquest of  
Jerusalem and the carrying away of  the captives. 70 years later (537 BC) they tried to revive the 
Davidic line but it didn’t work at all.  Nevertheless, ancient Israel continued to remember this 
promise. 2 Samuel 7 continued to echo in their hearts even though to all appearances it appeared to 
be a false promise. Scholars speculate that 1-2 Daniel were written around 500 BC, after the fall, and 
they kept this promise. ~ Bishop Barron 

12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will 
raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and 
I will establish his kingdom. 
14 I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. 

This is covenant language, they will be part of God’s family. David didn’t build the Temple to 
house the ark of the covenant, his son Solomon is the one chosen by God for this task. This is not 
a rejection of David, but a glorification of him through his son – no parent feels rejected when 
their child accomplishes great things. 

When he commits iniquity, I will punish him with a rod such as mortals use, 
with blows inflicted by human beings. 
16 Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; 
your throne shall be established forever.  

This oracle is the earliest statement of  the belief  in the eternity of  the dynasty of  David, and is the 
root of  the messianic expectation of  the rule of  David.  

— 

Response: Psalm 89:2a
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1I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever;
with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.

Psalm: Psalm 89:2–5, 27, 29

1. “Covenant” with David: “I have made a covenant with… David my servant” (89:2-3) 

2. Everlasting Throne: God will “build” David’s “throne” for “all generations” (89:3) — this is a 
prophecy.  

3. Son of  God: the future king will call God his “father” (89:26, 28)  

1I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever;
with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.

2I declare that your steadfast love is established forever;
your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.

3You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one,
I have sworn to my servant David:

4‘I will establish your descendants forever,
and build your throne for all generations.’ 

26He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father,
my God, and the Rock of my salvation!’

28Forever I will keep my steadfast love for him,
and my covenant with him will stand firm.

Second Reading: Romans 16:25–27

In our reading today, we find a new and different approach to the Jewish Scriptures: the great 
mystery of  God, gradually unveiled in the course of  human history, is now fully understood in the 
light of  Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection.  

In these closing verses from St. Paul’s letter to the Romans, the Lectionary supplies a perfect bridge 
between the First Reading and the Gospel: he preaches Jesus Christ, “according to the revelation of  
the mystery kept secret for long ages but now manifested through the prophetic writings.” Indeed, 
the prophets and the covenantal promises of  God made ages ago are fully revealed only through the 
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Gospel of  Jesus. As Catholics, we see the two Testaments as really one story that has Jesus as its 
subject: in symbol and prophecy in the Old and in person in the New. On this topic, the Catechism 
of  the Catholic Church quotes Hugh of  St. Victor: “All Sacred Scripture is but one book, and this 
one book is Christ, ‘because all divine Scripture speaks of  Christ, and all divine Scripture is fulfilled 
in Christ’ ” (CCC 134). ~ FORMED.org 

25 Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and 
the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the 
mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26 but is now disclosed, and 
through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according 
to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—

Saint Paul sees faith as a process that begins with hearing and ends with a personal commitment and 
submission. This is what we Catholics call “faith and works.” It is interesting that the first and last 
mention of  “faith” in Saint Paul’s letter to the Romans is expressed in terms of  “obedience of  faith” 
(Romans 1:5 and 16:26). 

27 to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory 
forever! Amen.

“Do not think that Paul said this in disparagement of  the Son. For if  all the things whereby His 
wisdom was made apparent were done by Christ and nothing was done without Him, it is quite plain 
that the Son is equal to the Father in wisdom also. The word ‘only’ is used in order to contrast God 
with every created being.” [Saint John Chrysostom (ca. A.D. 391), Homilies on the Epistle to the 
Romans 27] 

1. Gospel: the “revelation” (Gk apokalypsis) of  the “mystery” (Gk mysterion) (16:25)   

2. Prophecy: “kept secret for long ages but… now disclosed…” (16:26)  

Gospel: Luke 1:26–38

Advent themes of  expectation in this Gospel passage.  
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The Annunciation to Mary inaugurates “the fullness of  time,” the time of  the fulfillment of  God’s 
promises and preparations. (CCC 484).  

God fulfills the promise and even transcends the wildest imagination of  what the Jewish people 
expected about the restoration of  David’s kingdom… to have God become man, to save us from sin 
and death, to establish a heavenly kingdom! 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in 
Galilee called Nazareth, 

Gabriel: “Now Gabriel means “strength of  God.” Rightly he shone forth with such a name, since 
by his testimony he bore witness to the coming birth of  God in the flesh." (Bede the Venerable. 
Homilies on the Gospels. Cistercian Studies 110. Translated by Lawrence T. Martin and David Hurst. 
Vol. 1. Kalamazoo, Mich.: Cistercian Publications, 1991) 

A town in Galilee called Nazareth: Nazareth is believed to derive its name from the Hebrew word 
neser which means “shoot.” Thus, Jesus comes from the shoot of  Jesse (Isaiah 11:1). At the time of  
the annunciation, Nazareth was a poor, small village (around 150 people), laughable to the Romans 
who occupied her and insignificant to the Jews who surrounded her. That's how God liked it. For 
when God saw Nazareth, He saw emptiness, humility, and utter dependency. For God, that's a recipe 
for Glory. When God gazed on Nazareth He saw her, Mary, His chosen Theotokos. It was in 
Nazareth that young Mary lived. She was in her early teens and she was searching for God's will. She 
was in love with God and she desired to love Him with her whole being. She was in Nazareth and 
she went to pray and that's where our journey begins. ~ Fr. Mark Toups, IPF Theotokos Retreat 2017  

Nazareth was a small village of  Galilee in northern Palestine. To many, it was a town of  little or no 
importance. In fact, in John 1:46, Nathanael scoffs at the village's insignificance as he asks, "What 
good can come from Nazareth?” As an insignificant village tucked away on the outskirts of  the Sea 
of  Galilee, not much was happening in Nazareth. It was small. It was poor. It was simple. 
The pace of  life in Nazareth was much like the pace of  life in any small town. Nazareth escaped 
the busy hustle and bustle of  the big city. The city was small. Life was simple. The pace was slower. 
Mary, as a native, would have had an inner disposition reflective of  the village in which she grew up. 
The outer pace of  Nazareth helped create an inner pace within Mary. The secular Christmas 
season we find ourselves in is anything but small, simple, and slow. In fact, for many of  us, 
the pace of  life quickens as Christmas nears. There are presents to buy, parties to attend, and 
holidays to plan. As the world around us accelerates into a frenzy, Advent actually invites us to slow 
down. Just as Nazareth's pace formed the Theotokos, Mary wants to slow us down so that we can 
receive as she did. Slow down. Get quiet. Listen. After all, what's the rush? What are we really 
preparing for? ~ Fr. Mark Toups, IPF Theotokos Retreat 2017 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/john/1:46
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27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. 

Luke emphasizes “the house of  David” to show that Joseph was a member of  the royal family of  
David. This is a little bomb Luke set off! This is like being a member of  Queen Elizabeth’s family 
today. Mary’s child will be a rightful heir to the throne of  David. At the time, King Herod is a 
puppet king. Joseph, the rightful heir, is a poor carpenter who cannot even afford to buy a lamb to 
slaughter at the temple. ~ Dr. Brant Pitre 

Why Mary Must Be Betrothed to Joseph. Bede: As to why he wished to be conceived and born 
not of  a simple virgin but of  one who was betrothed to a man, several of  the Fathers have put 
forward reasonable answers. The best of  these is to prevent her from being condemned as guilty of  
defilement if  she were to bear a son when she had no husband. Then too, in the things the care of  a 
home naturally demands, the woman in labor would be sustained by a husband’s care. Therefore 
blessed Mary had to have a husband who would be both a perfectly sure witness to her integrity and 
a completely trustworthy foster father for our Lord and Savior, who was born of  her. He was a 
husband who would, in accordance with the law, make sacrificial offerings to the temple for him 
when he was an infant. He would take him, along with his mother, to Egypt when persecution 
threatened. He would bring him back and would minister to the many other needs consequent upon 
the weakness of  the humanity which he had assumed. It did no great harm if, for a time, some 
believed that he was Joseph’s son, since from the apostles’ preaching after his ascension it would be 
plainly evident to all believers that he had been born of  a virgin. Homilies on the Gospels 1.3. ~  Just, A. A. 
(Ed.). (2005). Luke (p. 14). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. 

The virgin’s name was Mary. 

Mary is a massively insignificant person in a massively insignificant place.  

“She who strove to imitate the life of  an angel was rightfully worthy to enjoy the experience of  
seeing and speaking with an angel” (Bede). 

In her classic contemplation on Mary entitled, The Reed of God, Caryll Houselander wrote, "That 
virginal quality, for want of  a better word, I call emptiness." Mary's virginity can be more 
personally understood through her profound emptiness. Mary's virginity points us to 
her emptiness. She was empty of  anything that was not of  God. She was empty of  anything that 
would prevent her from resting in her deep union with the Father. Yes, she was empty; however, 
her emptiness wasn't a "lacking" in essence. Her emptiness came from her deep union, a union so 
important to her that she had made a vow of  virginity, even as a married woman. Many of  us panic 
at the sheer thought of emptiness. A subtly compulsive need of  always having to have something fill 
us is an epidemic fed by the pace at which we live. We are encouraged to fill our lives with more and 
more so that we won't have to face our fear of emptiness. The emptiness of  the Theotokos is an 
invitation to us. What needs to be emptied from our lives? What are we filling our lives with, yet 
remaining unfulfilled in the end? Spend some time with Mary and ask her what needs emptying so 
that you might receive as she did. ~ Fr. Mark Toups, IPF Theotokos Retreat 2017 

https://ref.ly/logosres/accsrevnt03?ref=Bible.Lk1.26-29&off=3660


COMMENTARIES 
4th Sunday of Advent — Year B

28 And he came to her and said, “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with 
you.” 

“Truly full of  grace was she to whom it was granted to give birth to Jesus Christ, the very one 
through whom grace and truth came (Jn 1:17). And so the Lord was truly with her whom he first 
raised up from earthly to heavenly desires, in an unheard of  love of  chastity, and afterwards 
sanctified, by means of  his human nature, with all the fullness of  his divinity. Truly blessed among 
women was she who without precedent in the womanly state rejoiced in having the honor of  
parenthood along with the beauty of  virginity, inasmuch as it was fitting that a virgin mother bring 
forth God the Son” (Bede).  

“Hail, you who have been filled with grace” = Literal Greek rendering. Shows the doctrine of  the 
Immaculate Conception.  

29 But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. 

“Unlike Zechariah, Mary’s wondering is not laced with skepticism. Mary’s question arises from her 
vow of  virginity (Augustine), pondering the divine mystery of  the virgin birth (Ambrose).” ~ Just, A. 
A. (Ed.). (2005). Luke (p. 12). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. 

30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favour with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you will name him Jesus. 

The Mystery of  the Timeless Entering Time. John the Monk: Wonder! God is come among 
humanity; he who cannot be contained is contained in a womb; the timeless enters time, and great 
mystery: his conception is without seed, his emptying past telling! So great is this mystery! For God 
empties himself, takes flesh and is fashioned as a creature, when the angel tells the pure Virgin of  
her conception: “Rejoice, you who are full of  grace; the Lord who has great mercy is with you!” 
Stichera of  Annunciation. ~  Just, A. A. (Ed.). (2005). Luke (p. 17). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/accsrevnt03?ref=Bible.Lk1.26-38&off=2151&ctx=Leo+the+Great).+But+~unlike+Zechariah%2c+Ma
https://ref.ly/logosres/accsrevnt03?ref=Bible.Lk1.30-33&off=5745
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32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 

Davidic elements: Greatness, throne of  his ancestor David, identity as son of  God, everlasting 
kingdom. These are allusions to the 1st reading from today. This is a momentous event. What the 
Jewish people had been waiting for centuries to hear.  

Mystery here is that Mary’s child will be the actual Son of  God! 

33 He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 
there will be no end.” 

The seemingly broken promise of  2 Samuel 7 is now fully restored! The full meaning of  God’s 
promise is now revealed.  

The real house of  David is now the body of  God’s Son into which He would invite the whole 
world. The house becomes the Church which will last forever because Christ’s body lasts forever. 
The gates of  hell will not prevail.  

34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 

Great example of  Mary’s faith seeking reason.  

35 The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 
will be holy; he will be called Son of God.

Gabriel Should Fear Mary, Not Mary Gabriel. Theophanes: Theotokos: Make plain to me, how I, a 
virgin, shall bear him? The angel: You seek to know from me the manner of  your conceiving, Virgin, 
but this is beyond all interpretation! The Holy Spirit will overshadow you in his creative power and 
shall make this come to pass! Theotokos: When she accepted the suggestion of  the serpent, my 
mother Eve was banished from divine delight. Therefore I fear your strange greeting, for I take care 
that I not slip. The angel: I am sent as God’s messenger to disclose the divine will to you. Why are you 
afraid of  me, undefiled one? I rather am afraid of  you! Why do you stand in awe of  me, O lady, who 
stand in reverent awe of  you? Canon of  Annunciation. ~ Just, A. A. (Ed.). (2005). Luke (p. 18). Downers 
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. 

 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a 
son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/accsrevnt03?ref=Bible.Lk1.34-35&off=1083
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Jesus from Priestly and Royal Tribes. Now when the mediator between God and human beings 
appeared in the world, it was fitting that he had his physical origin from both tribes because, in the 
humanity which he assumed, he would possess the roles of  both priest and king. ~ Bede, Homily on 
the Gospels 1.3. ~ Just, A. A. (Ed.). (2005). Luke (p. 19). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. 

37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said, “Here am 
I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then 
the angel departed from her.

Here we find the best birthday present we could give to Christ as Christmas?  

Mary’s Obedience Reverses Eve’s Disobedience. So the Lord now manifestly came to his own. 
Born by his own created order that he himself  bears, he by his obedience on the tree renewed and 
reversed what was done by disobedience in connection with a tree. The power of  that seduction by 
which the virgin Eve, already betrothed to a man, had been wickedly seduced was broken when the 
angel in truth brought good tidings to the Virgin Mary, who already by her betrothal belonged to a 
man. For as Eve was seduced by the word of  an angel to flee from God, having rebelled against his 
Word, so Mary by the word of  an angel received the glad tidings that she would bear God by 
obeying his Word. The former was seduced to disobey God and so fell, but the latter was persuaded 
to obey God, so that the Virgin Mary might become the advocate of  Eve. As the human race was 
subjected to death through the act of  a virgin, so was it saved by a virgin was precisely balanced by 
the obedience of  another. Then indeed the sin of  the first formed man was amended by the 
chastisement of  the First Begotten, the wisdom of  the serpent was conquered by the simplicity of  
the dove, and the chains were broken by which we were in bondage to death. ~ Irenaeus, Against 
Heresies 5.19–20. ~ Just, A. A. (Ed.). (2005). Luke (pp. 19–20). Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/accsrevnt03?ref=Bible.Lk1.36-38
https://ref.ly/logosres/accsrevnt03?ref=Bible.Lk1.36-38&off=51

